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UNCLAS THE HAGUE 2509 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, EGEN, NA 

SUB J : PRIME MINISTER COMMENTS ON ANTILLEAN SCENE 

1 . VISITING NETHERLANDS ANTILLES PRIME MINISTER JUANCHO 
EVERTSZ MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS AT A PRESS CONFERENCE HERE 
MAY 11: 

A. THE WEST GERMAN STEEL CONSORTIUM EISEN AND METAL IS ALMOST 
CERTAIN TO BUILD A SHIPBREAKING YARD IN CURACAO. 

B. AN ANTILLEAN CHARTER COMPANY WILL OFFER TOURIST PACKAGES 
FROM WEST GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND TO THE ANTILLES NEXT YEAR 
AS PART OF AN ATTEMPT TO OPEN UP THESE LUCRATIVE TOURISM 
MARKETS. 

C. THE ALREADY CLOSE ANTILLEAN RELATIONS WITH VENEZUELA 
WILL BE STREGTHENED. THERE IS APOSSIBILITY THAT JOINT VEN- 

F. ZUF.LAN- ANTILLEAN VENTURES MAY ESTABLISH PRODUCTION FACIL- 
ITIES ON CURACAO. ARUBA, AND BONAIRE: THE PRODUCTS OF 
WHICH WOULD BE PARTIALLY AIMED AT EUROPEAN MARKETS. 

D. EVERTSZ FEELS THAT THE MOVEMENT FOR ARUBAN INDEPENDENCE 
HAS LOST MOMENTUM. 

E. EVERTSZ EXPRESSED HIS PLEASURE THAT MOST DUTCH POLITICIANS 
NOW AGREE WITH HIS VIEW THAT ANTILLEAN INDEPENDENCE MUST BE 
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PRECEDED BY A COMPREHENSIVE LONG-TERM DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 
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